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The Senate met at 9:156 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable HERB
KOHL, a Senator from the State of Wis-
consin.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Thank You, dear Father, for infusing
Your nature in the Senators You have
called to lead our beloved Nation. You
have reproduced in them Your concern
and caring for the health and healing
of all of our people. Thank You for
Your compassion expressed in the leg-
islation for patient protection in Amer-
ica.

The Senators may differ on aspects of
the implementation of this concern but
are one in seeking unity on what is
best for citizens across our land. Be
with the Senators today as all aspects
of this crucial legislation are focused
and voted upon. Thank You for the
managers on both sides of the aisle who
have worked so long and tirelessly to
review all possibilities for the best po-
tential for all Americans.

Now as the Senators seek to com-
plete debate and take conclusive votes,
may they sense the unity of a common
concern for a crucial cause of caring
for our people. Place Your hand upon
their shoulders and remind them that
You are the magnetic center who draws
them to unity for the welfare of our
Nation. You are the healing power of
the world who uses the medical profes-
sions to heal. Help the Senators to
complete legislation that will assure
the best care for the most people.

You, dear God, are our Lord and Sav-
iour. Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable HARRY REID, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 28, 2001.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable HERB KOHL, a Senator
from the State of Wisconsin, to perform the
duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. KOHL thereupon assumed the
chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

BIPARTISAN PATIENT
PROTECTION ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will now resume consideration
of S. 1052, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1052) to amend the Public Health
Service Act and the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act of 1974 to protect con-
sumers in managed care plans and other
health coverage.

Pending:

Thompson amendment No. 819, to require
the exhaustion of administrative remedies
before a claimant goes to court.

Collins amendment No. 826, to modify pro-
visions relating to preemption and State
flexibility.

Breaux amendment No. 830, to modify pro-
visions relating to the standard with respect
to the continued applicability of State law.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Nevada is rec-
ognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask that
the time I use not be charged against
either side.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we will re-
sume consideration of the Patients’
Bill of Rights. We are going to have a
vote at approximately 10 to 10. We have
a unanimous-consent agreement in ef-
fect that will take us throughout the
early afternoon, with votes scheduled
throughout that period of time. We ex-
pect votes all evening. The leader
would very much like to finish this bill
today. Certainly the end is in sight. If
not, we will work through the night—
into the night, not through the night—
we will come back tomorrow, and hope-
fully we don’t have to come back Sat-
urday.

What the leader has said is that we
are going to complete this legislation.
We are going to complete the legisla-
tion, plus the supplemental appropria-
tions bill before we go home.

He said he would work Saturday,
Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday and
Wednesday, the 4th—take that off—and
come back after that to complete our
work. We are cooperating and doing
our very best to meet the requests of
Senators BYRD and STEVENS. Their last
unanimous consent request has been
cleared on this side as far as the filing
of amendments. We applaud the four
managers who have been working on
this bill. We 1look forward to con-
tinuing to work today.

AMENDMENT NO. 826

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be 30 minutes for debate to be
equally divided between the Senator
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